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^fluence of the Sects to the GoTormtsot 

■ . 1 V I he influence of the sects in the field of government is non- 

existent from a constructive point-of-view but is considerable from a 
negative point-nf-vlew, for they set as a deterring force to the iamle- 
mentation of government policy. 


The Cao Dad and Hoa Hao .joined the Rational Government 





______ would h® somewhat acre 

aue, perhaps, "T6 Way that the Cao had has access to a most influential 
ministry (perhaps better than gold) which may he used to further Cao Dai 
aims and ambition®. 

U. Irregular financial activities in the Boa Hao-controlled Minis try 
of Economy were so flagrant that, in order to save face, Tran Van Soai and 
Minister Luong Trong Tuong were obliged to place the apparent blame os 
Tuong'e cabinet director by removing him from office. 

Relations between the Sects end the V iet Minh 

5. Members of all three sects are in contact with the Viet Minh 
through relatives, friends and unofficial representatives for the purpose 
of maintaining a liaison channel with a force which they believe may one 
day be in control of South Vietnam. 

6. By maintaining this liaison channel the sects believe that they 
are in a better position to know their enemy and deal with him if required 
to by an unfavorable turn of events, 

7. However, the followers of the sects are, an a whole, opposed to 

Communism apd oppose its influence and activities, in areas under their 
control, with force and vigor. - 

8. Consequently, Communist influence in their area® is considerably ' 
less than in areas under ostensible control of the national Government and 
Viet Minh infiltration of sect forces is negligible. 

. 2* , Nobble examples of members of the sects who are allied with the 
Viet Minh are as follows: 

a. Cao Dai: Cao Trieu Phat, although leader of the Viet 

faction of the Cao Dai, has not been disavowed by the orthodox Cao 

Dai* ? 

b. Hoa Haot Nguyen Thanh Van, aka Tu Day, is charged by the 

Hoa Hao with maintaining relations with the Viet Minh. About one 
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yeap ago, the Viet Kinh radio broadcast instructions to aembers of ' 
the Viet Kinh to ma i nt ain good relations with the Boa Hao . 

c. Binh I\jyens Huynh Van Tri, aka Kuoi Tri, has long been 
associated with the Viet Kinh and General be Van Visa's first wife 
recently went into the aaquis where she was properly treated by the 
Viet Minb. General Vien himself tolerated for a long tine a Viet 
Kiph element in the Biph Xuyem. 

Cap Dai Sect 

10. The Cao Dai is essentially an autonomous feudal state which 
maintains a private army as an instrument for assuring the existence and 
endurance of the state through measures of force. The seat of the Cao 
Dai administration, military, and religion is Tay Ninh, located approxi- 
mately in the center of the largest area of Cao Dai control in which lima 
most of the estimated ££0,p00 followers of the Cao Dal. Other Cao Dai 
elements and areas of influence are located in the region north and west 
of Saigon, in the Camau peninsula, in the Ben Tre region and in the 

new“fief S " JOnC8 1 * ere Colanel Trinh 1111111 The recent ^ r established his 


- J 1 ', the other two sects, the Cao Dai has its own administration- 

\mich makes the law, collects taxes, maintains its own judicial system and 
conducts relations with the national Government, other sects and elements— 
and has a general staff, headed by General Nguyen Thanh Phuong* which 
permits unity of command of all Cao Dai forces. v 

12. Those forces controlled by Colonel Trinh Hfnh The have in fact 
been independent of Cao Dai control but have contributed to Cao Dai policy 
by enhancing Cao Dai bargaining in respect to the French, the national ' 
Government, and the other sects as well. Latest information suggests 
that Colonel The is prepared to submit his forces to national interests 
if his personal status is guaranteed. 

Spiritual unity of all Cao Dai factions is assured by "Pope* — 
mm Cong Tac who also exerts considerable influence on the Cao Dai and 
the Vietnamese national political scene* 

111. Primary significance of the Cao Dal lies in the fact that, of 
all the sects, it is better consolidated and has greater competence to 
sustain its privileges and ambitions against National Government intrusion. 

Boa Hao Sect 

1 i I' rr . H mp 

Tfae Hoa 18 not, in reality, a nationalist organisation but, 
rather, is a group of organised factions which exist through economic 
exploitation of the land and peoples they control* 

. , - * Wg 8 ®£ is divided into five armed factions which are loosely 
held together militarily by General Tram Van Seal who cctrmiends the largest 
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faction. Spiritually, all five factions, and the Hoa Nflo population as a 
u^ole, are united under the aegis of Huynh Ca Bo, father of the founder pf 
the Hoa Hao religion. _ 



17« The number of Hoa Hao followers ie estimated at ls00,000 and the 
total number of armed troops at about 20,000. 

18. The Hoa Hao population is concentrated in long Xuyen and Chau Hoc 
Province* which form the only area of solid Hoa Hao control. It is scattered 
throughout Can Tho, Sa Bee and Vinh long Provinces, and is organised into 
small groups in Bach Gia, Bac lieu, Ben Tre and Ity Tho Provinces. The Hoa 
Hao has no unified administration, as has the Cao Dai, and each fac tion 
manages the area under its control in a manner to enhance the fortunes of 
its leaders. 

19. The general policy of the Hoa Hao is to deny western South 
Vietnam to the Cao Dai and the Vietnamese National Army. 

Binb Xuyen Sect 

20. The Binh Xuyen, the smallest of the three sects, is the best 
organized and has the greatest financial resources, its monthly revenue 
amounting to about S0~60 m i lli on piasters. The present number of followers 

of this sect is estimated to be 50,000, located mainly in the Saigon-Cholon 
area. 


®ihh Xuyen is in virtually complete control of the National 
Police and Security Services and, in addition, has a well-armed force of 
about 2,000 men, organized into light, mobile assault squads, as are the 
police forces. Through these forces, the Binh Xuyen controls Saigon-Cholon, 
Due and Toyrane, the Saigon-Cap Saint Jacques road end the SWgon-Dalat 
road, levies taxes on goods transported into Saigon-JCholon and along these 
roads, and maintains a virtual monopoly on organised gambling. 

22 . This sect is not represented in the minis tries of the National 
- Government and controls only an estimated one per cent of the posts in the 
regional and provincial administration. Although professing to be a 
national resistance group, the Binh Xuyen has no political program tad ip t 
organized primarily for profit and plunder on the part of its members and 
leaders. 

23* There axe no real factions in the Binh Xuyen as there are in the 
? cects ♦ General Le Van Vien has undisputed control over the sect, 

ijai Van Sang and his brother Lai Huu Tai being merely advisers. The Binh 
Xuyen leaders profess complete loyalty to Bao Dai, vho receives an estimated 
tvo mi lli on piasters a month from Binh Xuyen sources , and in return they! 
enjoy Bao Dai’s sanction of their various activities. General Le Van Vien 
is also on good terms with the Queen Mother who is believed to exert a 
certain amount of influence on the Vietnamese political scene. 
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2li. All attests by the sects to form a coapnon front have failed* 
ron past experiences, it cap be concluded that the individual interests 
of each sect will continue to be served to the detriment of nati onal in- 
terests apd the sects will remain divided, even in the face of the 
Communist menace. 

• Tha er * st ® nce •P* endurance of the sects is predicated upon their 

maintaining control over vast areas, large populations, tbeip monopolistic 
economic activities and their private armies as instruments for enforcing 
their favored position in Vietnamese society. 

26. The military-political integration of the sects into the national 
Government complex would necessarily involve relinquishing a certain amount 

“ ical ”* conci ® ic privileges on the part of the sects which would gain 
little in return for mxch a sacrifice » 

27. If force were applied to implement integration, it would probably 
result in armed resistance by the sects and drive them into dissidence. 

Even if Nationalist Government forces were capable of occupying sect areas. 

P ro J abiiit y tbis w °vld still be insufficient to foree the sects to 
submit to Nationalist Government authority. 

. . . ^ rericb policy toward the sects has been one of keeping the people 
divided and stimulating private interests to the detriment of the national 
interest. There is no indication that the French have found any basis for 
altering this policy. The French appear determined to adhere to their 

traditional policy of division of the sects rather than develop a national 
coffljwuuity* • 

1 

29. French policy in Indochina has always been to divide and rule 
and to prevent the creation of a real nationalist state. With French 
acceptance of the policy of peaceful co-existence, they have even more 
reason to keep South Vietnam divided against itself in order to lessen 
the threat to the Viet Minh and, consequently, increase French bargaining 
power with the Cotaaunists* ^ 




